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A Bike for Ben

by RV staff writer J.C.

“Hey, Ben, let’s go ride to the park,” called Dion. He and Thomas were on their bikes and wanted Ben to
come along.

Ben shook his head sadly. All of his friends had bicycles. He did not. Ben wished he had one so he could
go riding with his friends. He used to have a tricycle when he was small, but he was much too big for that
now. When he asked his mom for a bike, his mom said, “Not yet, Ben.” She told him he had to wait until his
birthday. Ben did not want to wait. He was feeling sad.

One day, Ben went to the park near his house. When he got there, he saw there were no other kids to play
with — the park was empty. He was about to go back home when he noticed something. There was a nice
blue bike near the swings. The bike was not locked up. There was nobody around. It would be easy to take
the bike. Ben wondered if he should do it.

Ben touched the bike. If he took it, he would not have to wait until his birthday. He could ride with his
friends. That would make him happy. He wanted to take the bike. What should he do?

Ben thought about it. This was not his bike. It belonged to somebody else. That kid would be very sad to
lose his bike, Ben thought. He knew he would be sad if a kid took a bike from him. Maybe this was a bad

idea.

Ben turned away from the blue bike. He decided to wait until his birthday. As he walked home, still without
a bicycle, Ben felt happy.
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Questions

1. When Ben sees the blue bike at the park, what decision does he have to make?

2. What did Ben’s mom say when he asked for a new bike?

3. Why did Ben feel happy after he walked away without the bike?

4. What other ways could Ben play with his friends instead of riding bikes?
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Vocabulary List

Each of the vocabulary words below are used in the reading passage. As you read the passage, pay
attention to context clues that suggest the word’s meaning.

1. tricycle
2. empty
3. noticed
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Context Clues

Using context clues from the sentences in the passage, underline the correct meaning of the word in
boldface.

1) “He used to have a tricycle when he was small”

a. scooter b. roller skates c. a vehicle with three wheels  d. three sided trolley

2) “he saw there were no other kids to play with — the park was empty”

a. deserted; unoccupied  b. off limits; closed c. sad; unhappy d. filled with adults
3) “He was about to go back home when he noticed something”

a. remembered; recalled  b. ignored or overlooked c.removed d. saw or observed
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