
A Solemn Vow and Promise
by Lucy Maud Montgomery from Anne of Green Gables

In Anne of Green Gables, young orphan Anne Shirley has come to live with Marilla and Matthew
Cuthbert on their farm called Green Gables. Anne loves the farm. As this passage begins, Marilla
has taken Anne to a neighbor's house where Anne met a girl her age named Diana. 

-------------------------------

 When Marilla and Anne went home Diana went with them as far as the log bridge. The two little
girls walked with their arms about each other. At the brook they parted with many promises to
spend the next afternoon together.

“Well, did you find Diana a kindred spirit?” asked Marilla as they went up through the garden of
Green Gables.

“Oh yes,” sighed Anne, blissfully unconscious of any sarcasm on Marilla’s part. “Oh Marilla, I’m the
happiest girl on Prince Edward Island this very moment. I assure you I’ll say my prayers with a right
good-will tonight. Diana and I are going to build a playhouse in Mr. William Bell’s birch grove
tomorrow. Can I have those broken pieces of china that are out in the woodshed? Diana’s birthday
is in February and mine is in March. Don’t you think that is a very strange coincidence? Diana is
going to lend me a book to read. She says it’s perfectly splendid and tremendously exciting. She’s
going to show me a place back in the woods where rice lilies grow. Don’t you think Diana has got
very soulful eyes? I wish I had soulful eyes. Diana is going to teach me to sing a song called ‘Nelly
in the Hazel Dell.’ She’s going to give me a picture to put up in my room; it’s a perfectly beautiful
picture, she says—a lovely lady in a pale blue silk dress. A sewing-machine agent gave it to her. I
wish I had something to give Diana. I’m an inch taller than Diana, but she is ever so much fatter;
she says she’d like to be thin because it’s so much more graceful, but I’m afraid she only said it to
soothe my feelings. We’re going to the shore some day to gather shells. We have agreed to call the
spring down by the log bridge the Dryad’s Bubble. Isn’t that a perfectly elegant name? I read a story
once about a spring called that. A dryad is sort of a grown-up fairy, I think.”

“Well, all I hope is you won’t talk Diana to death,” said Marilla. “But remember this in all your
planning, Anne. You’re not going to play all the time nor most of it. You’ll have your work to do and
it’ll have to be done first.”

Anne’s cup of happiness was full, and Matthew caused it to overflow. He had just got home from a
trip to the store at Carmody, and he sheepishly produced a small parcel from his pocket and
handed it to Anne, with a deprecatory look at Marilla.

“I heard you say you liked chocolate sweeties, so I got you some,” he said.

“Humph,” sniffed Marilla. “It’ll ruin her teeth and stomach. There, there, child, don’t look so dismal.
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You can eat those, since Matthew has gone and got them. He’d better have brought you
peppermints. They’re wholesomer. Don’t sicken yourself eating all them at once now.”

“Oh, no, indeed, I won’t,” said Anne eagerly. “I’ll just eat one tonight, Marilla. And I can give Diana
half of them, can’t I? The other half will taste twice as sweet to me if I give some to her. It’s
delightful to think I have something to give her.”

“I will say it for the child,” said Marilla when Anne had gone to her gable, “she isn’t stingy. I’m glad,
for of all faults I detest stinginess in a child. Dear me, it’s only three weeks since she came, and it
seems as if she’d been here always. I can’t imagine the place without her. Now, don’t be looking I
told-you-so, Matthew. That’s bad enough in a woman, but it isn’t to be endured in a man. I’m
perfectly willing to own up that I’m glad I consented to keep the child and that I’m getting fond of
her, but don’t you rub it in, Matthew Cuthbert.” 
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Questions

1. What do you think "kindred spirit" means when Marilla asks Anne, "Well, did you find Diana a
kindred spirit"?

2. What is one thing Diana and Anne planned to do together?

3. What did Matthew bring Anne?

4. What does Marilla mean when she says that Anne isn't stingy? 
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