
Duffy's First Walk
by Elizabeth Trach

Caitlyn was very excited. Her puppy was ready for his first walk outside. The puppy's name was Duffy.
He had never been outside before. Now he was six weeks old and could learn how to walk on a leash.

"Here, Duffy!" Caitlyn called. Duffy ran to Caitlyn and licked her knees. Caitlyn bent down and clipped the
leash to Duffy's collar. "Let's go for a walk!" Duffy wagged his tail.

Caitlyn opened the front door. She and Duffy both walked outside. Duffy stopped to sniff the grass. "No,
Duffy, let's go!" Duffy wagged his tail and followed Caitlyn to the street. 

Caitlyn turned left. "This way!" she called. She tugged at the leash. Duffy followed. He sniffed the ground
while he walked. 

Caitlyn and Duffy passed many houses. They all had green grass, and a few had white fences. Caitlyn
waved to her friends. "I'm walking my puppy!" she said. 

When they turned the corner. Caitlyn slowed down. "This is my favorite house, Duffy," she said. This
house did not have green grass. Instead, the yard was filled with pretty flowers. There were tall, yellow
sunflowers and red geraniums. There were so many flowers that Caitlyn couldn't remember all their
names. Duffy sniffed at the flowers and sneezed.

The girl and the dog kept walking. "Halfway there, Duffy!" Caitlyn said. They were just about to turn the
next corner, when suddenly a white cat ran out from under a fence and into the street. Duffy tried to run
after it, but Caitlyn held the leash tight. "No, Duffy! Stay!"

Duffy had not learned to stay yet. He pulled harder at the leash. "Duffy, sit!" said Caitlyn.

Duffy sat down on the sidewalk. It was the only trick he knew how to do.
Caitlyn sighed. "You scared me," she said. "Let's go home." She began to walk, and Duffy followed her.
He was getting tired, so he walked slowly now. 

Soon Caitlyn and Duffy were back where they started. She opened the front door and went back inside.
"Good job, Duffy," she said. "We'll practice again tomorrow."
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Questions

1. Which house is Caitlyn's favorite?

2. How does Caitlyn feel when Duffy tries to chase the cat into the street?

3. How does Caitlyn get Duffy to stop pulling on the leash?

4. Do you think Duffy is a good dog? Why or why not?
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This passage includes words that students should learn to recognize on sight. We've highlighted 12 of these
words below, from the Dolch sight word list for Pre-K through 1st grade. Tip: Read through the passage once
with your student. Read a second time, but pause on the sight word and ask your student to say the word.

1. down
2. go
3. here
4. red
5. run
6. said
7. yellow
8. get
9. good

10. have
11. again
12. walk
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Print and cut-out the flash cards below for additional sight word practice. 
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