
Ethan's Bike Ride
by Elizabeth Trach

Ethan sat on his bike. He held tight to the handlebars and pedaled fast. When he got to the end of the
driveway, he turned around. He squeezed the brakes and stopped in front of Mom.

"See? I never fall any more. Can I ride to the park on my own now?" He had biked to the park before, but
Mom or Dad always came along. He was sure he could do it on his own.

Mom looked at Ethan. "Is your helmet on tight?" she asked.

Ethan checked the buckle. "Yes!" he said.

"Okay," mom said. "But you must come home before it gets dark. It's not safe to ride at night in the dark."
Mom smiled. "Have fun!" she said.

"Really? Wow, thanks!" Ethan turned the blue bike around and rode to the edge of the driveway before
Mom could change her mind.

Ethan looked both was before he rode into the street. The park was only two blocks away. Ethan was
careful to stay in the bike lane.

At the end of the street, Ethan had to turn right to get to the park. He lifted his arm up to make the signal
so cars would know where he was going. 

When he got to the park, he slowed down. He parked his bike at the bike rack near the picnic table. He
put his helmet in the bike basket and ran off to find his friends.

Connie was playing hopscotch near the swings. "Guess what?" Ethan said. "I rode my bike here all by
myself!"

"Me too!" Connie said. "Now we can ride around the neighborhood together!"

"Mom only said I could come to the park," Ethan said. "Maybe next time she'll let me do that."

Connie and Ethan played hopscotch and took turns on the slide. They also ran races. When they were
tired, they sat at the picnic table and watch a little bird as it ate seeds from the ground.

Ethan looked at the sky. The sun was an orange ball, and it was slowly setting. "I should head home,"
said Ethan. "I promised I would get there before dark."
 
"Me too," Connie said. They both put on their helmets and got on their bikes.
 
"See you next time!" said Ethan. And he pedaled his bike home before dark, just like he said he would.
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Questions

1. What color is Ethan's bike?

2. Is Ethan a safe bicyclist? How can you tell?

3. How do Connie and Ethan spend their time at the park?

4. Do you think Mom will let Ethan ride his bike around the neighborhood with Connie next time? Why or
why not?
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This passage includes words that students should learn to recognize on sight. We've highlighted 12 of these
words below, from the Dolch sight word list for Pre-K through 1st grade. Tip: Read through the passage once
with your student. Read a second time, but pause on the sight word and ask your student to say the word.

1. away
2. come
3. down
4. here
5. play
6. ball
7. get
8. have
9. going

10. stop
11. take
12. thank
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Create your PDF using the link to the left. Then, print and cut-out the flash cards below for additional sight word
practice.
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