
Gossip
by Louisa May Alcott from Little Women

In the classic novel Little Women, readers follow the adventures of the four March sisters: Meg, Jo,
Beth, and Amy. In this passage, the family, along with Laurie Laurence, the young man next door,
are preparing a house for Meg and her future husband, Mr. Brooke. Hannah is the March family
servant. A "Parian Psyche" is a marble statute.

----------------------------------------

And speaking of sentiment brings us very naturally to the "Dove-cote."

That was the name of the little brown house which Mr. Brooke had prepared for Meg's first home.
Laurie had christened it, saying it was highly appropriate to the gentle lovers, who "went on together
like a pair of turtle-doves, with first a bill and then a coo." It was a tiny house, with a little garden
behind, and a lawn about as big as a pocket-handkerchief in front. Here Meg meant to have a
fountain, shrubbery, and a profusion of lovely flowers; though just at present, the fountain was
represented by a weather-beaten urn, very like a dilapidated slop-bowl; the shrubbery consisted of
several young larches, undecided whether to live or die; and the profusion of flowers was merely
hinted by regiments of sticks, to show where seeds were planted. But inside, it was altogether
charming, and the happy bride saw no fault from garret to cellar. To be sure, the hall was so
narrow, it was fortunate that they had no piano, for one never could have been got in whole; the
dining-room was so small that six people were a tight fit; and the kitchen stairs seemed built for the
express purpose of precipitating both servants and china pell-mell into the coal-bin. But once get
used to these slight blemishes, and nothing could be more complete, for good sense and good taste
had presided over the furnishing, and the result was highly satisfactory. There were no marble-
topped tables, long mirrors, or lace curtains in the little parlor, but simple furniture, plenty of books, a
fine picture or two, a stand of flowers in the bay-window, and, scattered all about, the pretty gifts
which came from friendly hands, and were the fairer for the loving messages they brought.

I don't think the Parian Psyche Laurie gave lost any of its beauty because John put up the bracket it
stood upon; that any upholsterer could have draped the plain muslin curtains more gracefully than
Amy's artistic hand; or that any store-room was ever better provided with good wishes, merry words,
and happy hopes, than that in which Jo and her mother put away Meg's few boxes, barrels, and
bundles; and I am morally certain that the spandy-new kitchen never could have looked so cosy
and neat if Hannah had not arranged every pot and pan a dozen times over, and laid the fire all
ready for lighting, the minute "Mis. Brooke came home." I also doubt if any young matron ever
began life with so rich a supply of dusters, holders, and piece-bags; for Beth made enough to last
till the silver wedding came round, and invented three different kinds of dishcloths for the express
service of the bridal china.

People who hire all these things done for them never know what they lose; for the homeliest tasks
get beautified if loving hands do them, and Meg found so many proofs of this, that everything in her

Gossip

1Copyright © 2022 ReadingVine.com. All Rights Reserved. Free for educational use. https://readingvine.com



small nest, from the kitchen roller to the silver vase on her parlor table, was eloquent of home love
and tender forethought.

What happy times they had planning together, what solemn shopping excursions; what funny
mistakes they made, and what shouts of laughter arose over Laurie's ridiculous bargains. In his love
of jokes, this young gentleman, though nearly through college, was as much of a boy as ever. His
last whim had been to bring with him, on his weekly visits, some new, useful, and ingenious article
for the young housekeeper. Now a bag of remarkable clothes-pins; next, a wonderful nutmeg-grater,
which fell to pieces at the first trial; a knife-cleaner that spoilt all the knives; or a sweeper that
picked the nap neatly off the carpet, and left the dirt; labor-saving soap that took the skin off one's
hands; infallible cements which stuck firmly to nothing but the fingers of the deluded buyer; and
every kind of tin-ware, from a toy savings-bank for odd pennies, to a wonderful boiler which would
wash articles in its own steam, with every prospect of exploding in the process.
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Questions

1. Each of the sisters contributes something to the house or arranges something in the house. Pick
one of Meg's sisters and explain what she did. 

2. Explain what this means: "the homeliest tasks get beautified if loving hands do them."

3. Explain what this means: "a lawn about as big as a pocket-handkerchief in front."

4. Laurie found a great many "ridiculous bargains." Name one and explain why it was ridiculous.
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