
Jimmy's New Year's Resolution
by Elizabeth Trach

"Happy New Year, everyone!" Jimmy's dad put a plate of hot pancakes down on the center of the table. "It's the
first day of the year. What's your resolution for the next twelve months?"

Jimmy's sister, Julia, spoke first. "I want to get an A in math. I'm going to practice my flashcards every day." Julia
poured syrup on her pancakes and began to eat.

"What about you, Jimmy? What's your big goal for the year?"

Jimmy thought about it. He had never made a New Year's resolution before. "Does a resolution have to be about
school?" he asked.

Dad smiled. "No, Jimmy. A resolution can be about anything you want. It's just a promise you make to yourself to
try to do something in the future."

Jimmy sat and thought. He was already good at math. He wasn't sure he wanted to make a promise about doing
extra homework. He would like to be better at baseball and hit a home run in the summer. It would be hard,
though, to practice baseball in the winter when there was snow on the ground.

"I'll have to think about it," Jimmy said.

Jimmy went to his room. He did his best thinking on his bed, but he had to step over all of his trucks and a few
dirty socks to get there. He also had to move his comic books and stuffed animals off of his bed before he could
sit down. 

Jimmy looked around his room. It was pretty messy. He would have to clean it up before he could have friends
over on Sunday. It usually took all day Saturday to clean up. That meant Jimmy couldn't play until he was
finished.

"That's it!" Jimmy cried. "I'll clean my room every Friday right after school. Dad will be happy, and I will be able to
play all weekend."

Jimmy smiled. He was happy that he found a resolution that would make his New Year much better than the past
year.
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Questions

1. Based on the story, what does the word resolution mean?

2. What is Julia's resolution?

3. What is Jimmy's resolution?

4. If you had to make a New Year's resolution, what would you choose? Why?
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This passage includes words that students should learn to recognize on sight. We've highlighted 12 of these
words below, from the Dolch sight word list for Pre-K through 1st, 2nd and/or 3rd grade. Tip: Read through the
passage once with your student. Read a second time, but pause on the sight word and ask your student to say
the word.

Sight Word List

1. big
2. down
3. play
4. pretty
5. want
6. every
7. going
8. first
9. off

10. about
11. better
12. ground
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Print and cut-out the flash cards below. Show each sight word to your student and ask them to say the word.
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