
Summer Camp
by Elizabeth Trach

Claire put her last t-shirt into the suitcase and zipped it up. The red suitcase was very heavy, but it
had wheels to make it easier to take places. Claire rolled the suitcase into the living room and put it
by the front door.

"I'm ready!" she said. "Let's go!"

Claire wanted to get to camp as quickly as possible. She was finally old enough to go to sleep away
camp, and she was very excited. She couldn't wait to learn to paddle a canoe and shoot with a bow
and arrow. She would be on her own for a whole week!

Dad put the heavy suitcase in the trunk of the car. "Say goodbye to everyone," he said.

Claire turned around. She patted her cat Fiddle on his head. Fiddle purred and rubbed against
Claire's legs. "Be good, Fiddle. Don't eat too many treats while I'm gone," Claire said.

Mom hugged Claire tight. "Don't forget to write us a letter about all the fun things you're doing,"
Mom said. 

"Will you send me a letter?" Claire asked. She was starting to feel a little worried.

"Of course," said Mom.

Claire turned to her little brother. Aidan was almost one, and he could stand up by himself. Claire
picked him up and hugged him. "Don't learn to walk until I get back," she whispered in her brother's
ear.

Then Claire felt her stomach do a flip. She was very nervous. "What if I miss Aidan's first steps?"
she asked. She felt tears in her eyes.

Mom hugged Claire again. "I'll make sure to take a video on my phone so you can watch it. But
that's just in case. You might not miss it at all," Mom said. 
That made Claire feel better. She didn't know you could feel happy and sad at the same time, but
that's how she felt now. 

"Time to go," said Dad. He opened the car door for Clair. She climbed in and clicked her seatbelt
together.

Claire waved to her family as the car drove down the street. Once the car turned and she couldn't
see her house anymore, she looked out the front window. She didn't feel sad anymore. She was
ready for her big adventure at summer camp.
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Questions

1. What does Claire's suitcase look like?

2. How old is Claire's brother?

3. How does Claire feel about going to summer camp?

4. Would you like to spend a week on your own at sleep away camp? Why or why not? 
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