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The P.C. and P.O.

by Louisa May Alcott

Little Women is about four sisters growing up during the American Civil War. Each sister has a
different personality. Meg, the eldest, is calm and dignified. Jo is energetic, bubbly, and hopes to be
a writer. Beth is quiet, kind, and shy. Amy is a little spoiled, vain, and artistic.

In this passage, the girls each have part of the garden to grow what they like. Hannah is the family
servant.

As spring came on, a new set of amusements became the fashion, and the lengthening days gave
long afternoons for work and play of all sorts. The garden had to be put in order, and each sister
had a quarter of the little plot to do what she liked with. Hannah used to say, "I'd know which each
of them gardings belonged to, ef | see 'em in Chiny," and so she might, for the girls' tastes differed
as much as their characters. Meg's had roses and heliotrope, myrtle, and a little orange tree in it.
Jo's bed was never alike two seasons, for she was always trying experiments. This year it was to
be a plantation of sun flowers, the seeds of which cheerful and aspiring plant were to feed Aunt
Cockle-top and her family of chicks. Beth had old-fashioned fragrant flowers in her garden, sweet
peas and mignonette, larkspur, pinks, pansies, and southernwood, with chickweed for the birds and
catnip for the pussies. Amy had a bower in hers, rather small and earwiggy, but very pretty to look
at, with honeysuckle and morning-glories hanging their colored horns and bells in graceful wreaths
all over it, tall white lilies, delicate ferns, and as many brilliant, picturesque plants as would consent
to blossom there.
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Questions

1. Pick one of the girl's garden and explain how it shows her personality.

2. What does aspiring mean here: "the seeds of which cheerful and aspiring plant"?

3. What does picturesque mean here: " and as many brilliant, picturesque plants as would consent
to blossom there"?

4. If you had a garden, what would you plant in it? Why?
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