
The Snowman
by Elizabeth Trach

Jenna woke up and looked at her alarm clock. It was 10 o'clock. "Oh, no!" she cried. "We're late for school!" 

Jenna ran downstairs. Her brother, Jesse, sat at the kitchen table. He was eating a bowl of cereal. "We're not
late," he said. "Look out the window."

Jenna looked out the kitchen window. Everything was covered in snow. Fat fluffy flakes were still falling. Jenna
and Jesse had a snow day.

Jenna ate her breakfast quickly. The two children hurried to get dressed for the snow. The brother and sister
each put on a warm coat, boots, gloves and a hat. Then they ran out into the bright white backyard.

"Let's make a snowman!" said Jenna. She began to make a snowball in her hands. Then she put it on the ground
and rolled it around. The snow ball got bigger and bigger as she worked.

"I'll make the head while you do the body," said Jesse. He made his own smaller snowball to put on top of
Jenna's.

They looked at the snowman. He still needed a face. "I can use my button collection for the eyes," said Jenna.
"What about the nose?"

"I'll get a carrot from the kitchen," said Jesse. They went inside to get their supplies.

Back outside, Jenna put two big, blue buttons on the top snowball for eyes. She also added a line of red buttons
for a smiling mouth.

Jesse came outside looking sad. "We're out of carrots," he said.

Jenna and Jesse sat down in the snow to think. Jenna was out of buttons, and all of the sticks were buried under
the new snow. 

Suddenly, the back door opened. Their dog, Max, ran out in the snow to play, too. In his mouth was a bright
yellow tennis ball.

"What about Max's ball?" asked Jesse. "It would make a big nose!"

"Is that okay, Max?" asked Jenna. The dog wagged his tail and dropped the ball in front of the snowman. "Woof!"
he said.

So Jenna and Jesse gave their snowman a big yellow nose. Then they played tag with Max before going inside
for some hot cocoa on their snow day. 
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Questions

1. What did the falling snowflakes look like?

2. What do Jenna and Jesse put on to play in the snow?

3.  Jenna and Jesse have a problem while building their snowman. What is it?

4. How do Jenna and Jesse solve their problem?
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This passage includes words that students should learn to recognize on sight. We've highlighted 12 of these
words below, from the Dolch sight word list for Pre-K through 1st, 2nd and/or 3rd grade. Tip: Read through the
passage once with your student. Read a second time, but pause on the sight word and ask your student to say
the word.

Sight Word List

1. big
2. look
3. two
4. yellow
5. eat
6. new
7. open
8. warm
9. fall

10. hot
11. coat
12. door
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Print and cut-out the flash cards below. Show each sight word to your student and ask them to say the word.
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