
When Wendy Grew Up
by J.M. Barrie from Peter Pan

In the final chapter of Peter Pan, all the Darling children have returned home from their adventures with
Peter in Neverland. Mr. and Mrs. Darling have agreed to adopt all the Lost Boys. Peter, however, is still
hoping to convince Wendy to return to Neverland with him. 

-------------------------------

 Mrs. Darling came to the window, for at present she was keeping a sharp eye on Wendy. She told Peter
that she had adopted all the other boys, and would like to adopt him also.

“Would you send me to school?” he inquired craftily.

“Yes.”

“And then to an office?”

“I suppose so.”

“Soon I would be a man?”

“Very soon.”

“I don’t want to go to school and learn solemn things,” he told her passionately. “I don’t want to be a man.
O Wendy’s mother, if I was to wake up and feel there was a beard!”

“Peter,” said Wendy the comforter, “I should love you in a beard;” and Mrs. Darling stretched out her arms
to him, but he repulsed her.

“Keep back, lady, no one is going to catch me and make me a man.”

“But where are you going to live?”

“With Tink in the house we built for Wendy. The fairies are to put it high up among the tree tops where they
sleep at nights.”

“How lovely,” cried Wendy so longingly that Mrs. Darling tightened her grip.

“I thought all the fairies were dead,” Mrs. Darling said.
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“There are always a lot of young ones,” explained Wendy, who was now quite an authority, “because you
see when a new baby laughs for the first time a new fairy is born, and as there are always new babies there
are always new fairies. They live in nests on the tops of trees; and the mauve ones are boys and the white
ones are girls, and the blue ones are just little sillies who are not sure what they are.”

“I shall have such fun,” said Peter, with eye on Wendy. 
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Questions

1.Why does Peter not want Mr. and Mrs. Darling to adopt him?

2. What does repulsed mean here: “...Mrs. Darling stretched out her arms to him, but he repulsed her”?

3. Where does Peter plan to live?

4. When is a fairy born?
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 Vocabulary List

 

Each of the vocabulary words below are used in the reading passage. As you read the passage, pay
attention to context clues that suggest the word’s meaning.

1. Sharp
2. Inquired
3. Solemn
4. Repulsed
5. Longingly
6. Authority
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 Context Clues

Using context clues from the sentences in the passage, underline the correct meaning of the word in
boldface.

1) “Mrs. Darling came to the window, for at present she was keeping a  sharp eye on Wendy.”

a. focused     b. pointy     c. open      d. winking

2) “Would you send me to school?” he  inquired craftily.

a. suggested     b. shared     c. imagined     d. asked

3) “I don’t want to go to school and learn  solemn things,” he told her passionately.

a. difficult     b. holy     c. boring     d. adult

4) “… Mrs. Darling stretched out her arms to him, but he  repulsed her.”

a. kissed     b. hugged     c. snubbed     d. punched

5) “How lovely,” cried Wendy so  longingly that Mrs. Darling tightened her grip.”

a. desperately     b. sadly     c. hopefully     d. quietly

6) “There are always a lot of young ones,” explained Wendy, who was now quite an  authority…”

a. author     b. expert     c. acrobat      d. aviator
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