
Innovations in Transportation

Directions: Write the main idea in your own words.

        Transportation has seen remarkable transformations over the course of history, driven
by three crucial innovations: the wheel, steam engines, and the internal combustion engine.
The invention of the wheel, dated back to around 3500 BCE, revolutionized the movement
of goods and people. It turned tedious manual labor into a much more efficient process.
Then came the steam engine in the 18th century, which powered the first trains and
steamships, drastically reducing travel times. Finally, the internal combustion engine,
developed in the late 19th century, gave birth to the automobile, forever altering the way
people lived and worked.

     The wheel's seemingly straightforward design belied its transformative power. By
minimizing friction, it allowed for the easier and more efficient transportation of goods,
leading to increased trade and economic growth.

      The advent of the steam engine heralded a new age of speed and convenience. Steam-
powered vehicles could travel much faster than their wheel-only predecessors, significantly
shrinking the world in the process.

   The automobile, powered by the internal combustion engine, introduced an
unprecedented level of personal freedom. No longer tied to schedules or specific routes,
people could explore at their own pace and on their own terms. Even today, automobiles
continue to evolve and change in both style and how they are built.
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Write two supporting details for the main idea. 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

1.________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2.________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Name: _________________
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Innovations in Transportation Answer Key

Directions: Write the main idea in your own words.

        Transportation has seen remarkable transformations over the course of history, driven
by three crucial innovations: the wheel, steam engines, and the internal combustion engine.
The invention of the wheel, dated back to around 3500 BCE, revolutionized the movement
of goods and people. It turned tedious manual labor into a much more efficient process.
Then came the steam engine in the 18th century, which powered the first trains and
steamships, drastically reducing travel times. Finally, the internal combustion engine,
developed in the late 19th century, gave birth to the automobile, forever altering the way
people lived and worked.

     The wheel's seemingly straightforward design belied its transformative power. By
minimizing friction, it allowed for the easier and more efficient transportation of goods,
leading to increased trade and economic growth.

      The advent of the steam engine heralded a new age of speed and convenience. Steam-
powered vehicles could travel much faster than their wheel-only predecessors, significantly
shrinking the world in the process.

   The automobile, powered by the internal combustion engine, introduced an
unprecedented level of personal freedom. No longer tied to schedules or specific routes,
people could explore at their own pace and on their own terms. Even today, automobiles
continue to evolve and change in both style and how they are built.
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Write two supporting details for the main idea. Answers may vary.

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

1.________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2.________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Name: _________________

The main idea is that pivotal innovations in transportation technology have had

transformative effects on human mobility and society.

The invention of the wheel simplified the process of moving goods and people, fostering

trade and economic development.

Steam engines introduced speed and efficiency into transportation, making the world more

accessible.
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