
Project Mercury

Directions: Write the main idea of the paragraph in the large oval. Then, write a supporting
detail for the main idea in each of the smaller ovals.

     Scientists learned many important lessons about spaceflight during America’s first
human spaceflight program, Project Mercury. They gained knowledge about the
effects of space on the human body. They learned how to modify the Redstone and
Atlas rockets that carried the capsules into space. They also developed improvements
to space capsule design. All of this scientific knowledge would be used to launch
America’s second human spaceflight program – Project Gemini.
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Supporting Details
Name: _________________

Directions: Read the passage below. 
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Project Mercury Answer Key

Directions: Write the main idea of the paragraph in the large oval. Then, write a supporting
detail for the main idea in each of the smaller ovals. Answers may vary.

     Scientists learned many important lessons about spaceflight during America’s first
human spaceflight program, Project Mercury. They gained knowledge about the
effects of space on the human body. They learned how to modify the Redstone and
Atlas rockets that carried the capsules into space. They also developed improvements
to space capsule design. All of this scientific knowledge would be used to launch
America’s second human spaceflight program – Project Gemini.
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Supporting Details
Name: _________________

Directions: Read the passage below. 

Scientists learned many important
lessons about spaceflight during
Project Mercury.

They learned about the
effects of space on the
human body.

They learned how to
modify the rockets that
carried the capsules into
space.

They developed improvements
to the space capsule design.
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