Name:

Topic Sentence Worksheet

The Olympic Games

Directions: Read the paragraph below. Then, answer the question below.

The first Olympic Games in recorded history took place in
776 BC on the ancient plains of Olympia in southern Greece.
Athletes competed in running, long jump, shot put, javelin,
boxing, and equestrian events. These ancient games coincided
with a religious festival and were dedicated to the Olympian
gods. They continued for almost twelve centuries until Emperor
Theodosius banned them in AD 393 due to their pagan nature.
Though linked to the cult of Zeus, in reality, the aim of the
games was more secular. The intent was to show off the physical
strength of the youth and to encourage good relations among
the city-states of Greece.

What is the topic sentence of the paragraph? Write the topic sentence on the lines
below.
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Name:

Find the Topic Sentence

The Olympic Games Answer Key

Directions: Read the paragraph below. Then, answer the question.

The first Olympic Games in recorded history took place in
776 BC on the ancient plains of Olympia in southern Greece.
Athletes competed in running, long jump, shot put, javelin,
boxing, and equestrian events. These ancient games coincided
with a religious festival and were dedicated to the Olympian
gods. They continued for almost twelve centuries until Emperor
Theodosius banned them in AD 393 due to their pagan nature.
Though linked to the cult of Zeus, in reality, the aim of the
games was more secular. The intent was to show off the physical
strength of the youth and to encourage good relations among the
city-states of Greece.

What is the topic sentence of the paragraph? Write the topic sentence on the lines
below.

The first Olympic Games in recorded history took place in 776 BC on the

ancient plains of Olympia in southern Greece.
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