Name:

Main Idea Worksheet
George Washington Carver

George Washington Carver was born in Missouri between 1861 and 1864.
He was born into slavery. It was not until the end of the Civil War in 1865 that
George became free. As he grew up, George loved to learn and read. Black
children were not allowed to go to the same schools as white children. The
schools for black children was far from where George lived. He left home as a
little boy to go to the school. There he studied very hard.

After he finished high school, George wanted to go to college. At that time,
not many black students were allowed into college. He worked for a time
until he could borrow money to go to college. In 1890 he went to Simpson
College in lowa. There he studied art and music. His drawings of plants were
so good that his teacher suggested he study botany, which is the science of
plants. George went to agricultural college in lowa in 1891, where he not only
graduated but also taught other students.

George continued to study plants. He became very famous for his work. In
1896, he was invited to teach at the Tuskegee Institute in Alabama. He would
teach there for 47 years. He also became a important research scientist. He
discovered new ways to use plants. He found about 100 new ways to use
peanuts. These include dyes, plastics, paint, and make-up. He also taught
farmers how to grow crops to help the soil, and new ways to farm.

Write the main idea of the passage in your own words.

Write one fact you learned from the passage.
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