Name:

Main Idea Activity
Jackie Robinson

Jackie Robinson was born on January 31st, 1919 in Cairo, Georgia. He was
the youngest of five children and was raised by a single mother. The family
moved to Pasadena, California when Jackie was two years old. Jackie proved
to be an extremely athletic child. In high school, Jackie earned varsity letters
in four sports: football, track, basketball, and baseball.

Jackie went on to enroll first in Pasadena Junior College before
graduating and moving on to University of California, Los Angeles. He was
the first student there to earn varsity letters in four sports.

During his college career, he had several conflicts with authority figures
he believed to be racist. He began to develop a reputation as an outspoken
young man. Eventually, he dropped out of college due to financial difficulties
and joined the U.S. Army. He served for two years and became an officer
before receiving an honorable discharge.

In 1945, Jackie joined the Negro Baseball League. He played only one

season with the Kansas City Monarchs before being approached by Brooklyn
Dodgers president Branch Rickey.

Write the main idea of the passage in your own words.

Write one fact you learned from the passage.
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